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PETITION UNDER 37 CFR §1.47 (a) 



DECEIVED 

1 1 OCT 2000 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. : 20231 

Sir: 

It is respectfully requested that the above- 
identified application be accepted under the provisions of 37 
CFR §1.47 (a) even though the sixth listed inventor, namely 
Christian Darrel DECOSTERD, cannot be located. 

Submitted herewith are five declarations each signed 
by one of the remaining five other inventors, but each 
declaration lists all six inventors in accordance with 37 CFR 

09/28/2000 LLANDGRA 0C§(fe02§ ^50120 09555360 

01 FC;122 130.00 CH The last-known address of the non-signing inventor 

09/26/2000 LLANDGRA 0$te?$0le& n 0$&333S el DECOSTERD is: 84 Dunedin Street, Sunnybank 
02FC:2ifc ^«Wisland, 4109, Australia . 

There is also submitted herewith a declaration of 
Ricky Siang Fatt CHIA, an electrical engineer and technical 
assistant at Intellpro (a firm of Australian patent attorneys 
and applicants' foreign cousel) , who has knowledge of the 
facts of the inability to locate the non-signing inventor. 

As is more fully detailed in Mr. CHIA' s declaration, 
several attempts were made^ to locate and obtain Mr. Christian 




WATSON et al . S.N. 09/555,360 

Darrel DECOSTERD's signature on the application papers. 
Finally, on August 17, 2000, following the undersigned's 
recommendation, Mr. CHIA sent a registered letter to Mr. 
DECOSTERD at his above-mentioned last known address. 
Accompanying the registered letter were a combined declaration 
and power of attorney, an assignment document, and a complete 
copy of the application papers. The registered letter bore 
post number RL 5065698. 

Mr. CHIA declares that on August 24, 2 0 00, the 
registered letter was returned with the words "RETURN TO 
SENDER" with the box entitled "LEFT ADDRESS" checked. On the 
reverse side of the envelope, the Dead Letter Office of 
Australia applied its stamp on August 22, 2000. 

There is also submitted herewith 5 individual 
assignments, one from each of the five signing inventors to 
A.i. Scientific Pty Ltd. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge the 
requisite 37 CFR 1.17(h) petition fee of $130 to counsel's 
Deposit Account No. 25-0120. 

Petitioner also submits herewith the copy of the 
Notification of Missing Requirements Under 35 USC 371 in the 
United States Designated/Elected Office (Form PCT/DO/EO/905) , 
and petitions for a two-month extension to respond to such 
notification until September 26, 2000. It is requested that 
the extension fee of $190 be also charged to counsel's Deposit 
Account No. 25-012 0. 
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WATSON et al. S.N. 09/555,360 

In view of the above, it is respectfully requested 
that the above- identified application be accepted under the 
provisions of 37 CFR §1.47 (a). 

Respectfully submitted, 
YOUNG & THOMPSON 




Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 35,041 
745 South 23rd Street 



Arlington, VA 222 02 
Telephone: 703/521-2297 



September 26, 2000 
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New United States Patent 



Application 09/555^6 



in the name of Leslie Robert WATSON et al. 
Corresponding to PCT Internationa! Patent Application No. PCT/AU98/00991 
claiming priority from Australian Patent Application No. PP0581 



I, Ricky Siang Fatt Chia, of 20 River Park Place, Fig Tree Pocket, Queensland, 4069, 
Australia, do solemnly and sincerely declare as follows:- 

1. I am an Electrical Engineer and am employed as a Technical Assistant by Intellpro, 
a firm of Australian Patent Attorneys, 

2. I commenced work at Intellpro in September 1 995. 

3. Mr Trevor James Dredge, a registered Patent Attorney and the proprietor of Intellpro 
allocated for me to carry out the tasks of preparing documents necessary for filing a United 
States National Phase application of PCT International Patent application numbered 
PCT/AU98/00991 in April 2000. 

4. On 26 April 2000 1 prepared and sent a set of Combined Declaration and Power of 
Attorney forms and assignment forms to A.i. Scientific Pty Ltd, the assignee of the invention 
claimed in PCT/AU98/00991 and the new United State Patent Application, of 91 Lands 
borough Avenue, Scarborough, Queensland, 4020, Australia. 

5. On 1 5 May 2000 I sent an order letter to Young & Thompson, Patent Attorneys, of 
745 South 23 rd Street, Arlington, Virginia 22202, United States of America, giving 
instructions to file a United States National Phase application of PCT/AU98/00991. 

6. On 25 May 2000 I received a facsimile letter from Mr Pieter Kuiper, a project 
manager of A.i. Scientific Pty Ltd, advising that Mr Christian Decosterd, one of the 
inventors of the invention, was no longer with A.i. Scientific Pty Ltd and had moved to 
Switzerland. Mr Kuiper also advised that A.i. Scientific Pty Ltd does not have the contact 
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details of Mr Decosterd and therefore could not obtain signed documents from Mr 
Decosterd for the new United States National Phase application, Mr Kuiper's letter dated 
25 May 2000 is herewith attached in Exhibit RC-1 . 

7. On 1 6 June 2000 I sent to A.i. Scientific Pty Ltd a Combined Declaration and Power 
of Attorney form and an assignment document, specifically for Mr Decosterd's signature 
in case A.i. Scientific Pty Ltd could be located. My letter dated 16 June 2000 is herewith 
attached in Exhibit RC-2. 

8. On 26 June 2000 1 received a letter dated 25 June 2000 from Ms Louise Pronk y an 
executive assistance of A.i, Scientific Pty Ltd, advising that Mr Decosterd was not 
contactable. Ms Pronk's letter is herewith attached in Exhibit RC-3, 

9. On 17 August 2000 I sent a registered letter to Mr Decosterd addressed to his last 
known address, Enclosed with this letter were a Combined Declaration and Power of 
Attorney from, an assignment document, a copy of the PCT pa m ph let of PCT/AU 98/00991, 
and a copy of the Preliminary Examination reportof PCT/AU98/00991, Attached in Exhibit 
RC-4 is a copy of Australia Post's receipt confirming lodgement of the registered letter 
identified as Registered Post Number RL 5065698, 

1 0. Attached in Exhibit RC-5 is a copy of my letter of 1 7 August 2000 and a copy of the 
enclosures with the letter. 

1 1 . Australia Post returned the registered letter on 24 August 2000. On the front of the 
envelope of the returned letter Australia Post stamped with the words "RETURN TO 
SENDER" and ticked ,l Left Address". On the reverse side of the envelope the Dead Letter 
Office of Australia Post applied its stamp on 22 August 2000. 

1 2. Attached in Exhibit RC-6 is a photocopy of the markings on the front of the envelope 
of the returned letter. 
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1 3. Attached in Exhibit RC-7 is a photocopy of the markings on the reverse side of the 
envelope of the returned letter. 

14. Up to this day I have no knowledge of Mr Decosterd's current mailing address. I also 
have no knowledge of Mr Decosterd's telephone and other electronic contact details. 

And I further declare that all statements made herein of my/his own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements 
and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under section 
51001 of Title of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 
DECLARED at Brisbane this 25th day of September ,2000 




RICKY SJANC FATT CHIA 
Before me: 



Commissioner for Declarations 
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New United States Patent Application 
in the name of Leslie Robert WATSON et ai 
Corresponding to PCT International Patent Application No PCT/AU98/00^i 
f' a,mm S P«°"> from Australian Paten" Application No 7ppoH ° 



FATTCHIA EXhlbft rCferred t0 in the D-laration by RICKY S.ANC 

DATED this OS* day of ^ 



f Commissioner for Declarations 



25/05/2000 10:22 61-07-3697-3813 



A J. bUtNlli-xu K & u 



;61 732202838 





To: Ricky Cbia 

fntellpro 
Fax: +61 7 3221 4762 

From; Meter Kiriper 

Date: May 25, 2000 ^2Z 

Dear Ricky, . 



Aj-Scientffic 



A.f. Scientific Pty Ltd, ACN 009 938 498 
Mafi; P.O. Box 215, Scarborough, 
Queensland 4020, Australia, 
Phi 461 7 3897 3810 
Fax; *61 7 3S97 3819 

-com 



signature for the patent ap^ ca "ton f ° r h ' m and U,erefore «« his 

S£ 15 t0 COn,,nUe "^"S *• patent without Christian* 

Regards, 




Pteter Kuiper 

Pathfinder Project Manager 



MeniftcFax, 2S/OS/2000 10;26:35 - 
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New United States Patent Application 
«n the name of Leslie Robert WATSON et al 
Corresponding to PCT International Patent Application No pct/AU9«/ooqqi 
cla,m,ng priority from Australian Paten^potatio, ^No^OSsT 



FATTCHIA EXHibit RC " 2 t0 the Declaration by RICKY SIANC 



DATED this dayof ScfU^tT 



2000 




Commissioner for Declarations 
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16 June 2000 

A.f. Scientific Pty Ltd 
PO Box 215 

SCARBOROUGH QLD 4020 
Attention: Mr Peter Kuiper 

Dear Peter 

New United States Patent Application 
in the name of A.f. SCIENTIFIC pty ltd 
ent.tled A SAMPLE DISTRIBUTION APPARATUS/SYSTEM 
Our Ref ; 00P061 :RC:SB 

Yours faithfully 



Ricky Chia 
INTELLPRO 



Ef,C: Ss7gnrn e en? eC ' arati ° n " nd P ° Wer ° f Atto ™* 



Miehael H. Kraemer - B Sc RPA(U1Q WAftG) flFTA 
Ric*y S.F. Chia - 8 Tech ^ Eng c«d (EAust rena 
•Wk..^ *.f" 9 V ' "° ^^(B'OtechnoloayXHpn.) 



GPO Bo* 1 339 Brisbane Q 4001 Australia 

Telephone +61 (07) 3221 6100 Facsimile +61 (07) 3221 47G2 
Email paTents©tnt€llpro.com.au 
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New United States Patent Application 
in the name of Leslie Robert WATSON et al. 
Corresponding to PCT International Patent Application No. PCT/AU98/00991 
™ n « Pnority from Australian Patent Application No. PP0581 



This is Exhibit marked RC-3 referred to in the Statutory Declaration by RICKY SlANC 



FATT CHIA 



DATED this 2^ day of S^f^Unlf^f 



1 «- ' ty i in | I IN I C L L f K U 



July 25, 2000 

Ref; 10:09 AM 



Ricky Chia 
Intellpro 
GPO Box 1339 
Brisbane Qld 4001 
Australia 
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2 6 JUL 2000 I 
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A.i. Scientific Pty Ltd, ABN 76 009 938 498 

P.O. Box 215, Scarborough, 

Queensland 4020, Australia. 

Ph: +61 7 3897 3862 Fax: +61 7 3897 3889 

aimail@aiscientific.com 

wwW'Oiscfentific.com 



Dear Ricky, 

Have « w received his fom ,. wTXr^o^r^^^ ^ 
Yours sincerely, 




Louise Pronk 
Executive Assistant 



A.L Seienttfte. Letter 15107) 2000. Pose f. 
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New United States Patent Application 
in the name of Leslie Robert WATSON et al. 
Corresponding to PCT International Patent Application No. PCT/AU98/00991 
claiming priority from Australian Patent Application No, PP0581 



FATTCHJA EXh ' b,t marked referred to in the Statutor y Declaration by RICKY SIANC 
DATED this 2^ day of ^Icwhef ,2000 



Commissioner for Declarations 
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New United States Patent Application 
in the name of Leslie Robert WATSON et al. 
Corresponding to PCT International Patent Application No. PCT/AU98/00991 
claiming priority from Australian Patent Application No. PP0581 



This is Exhibit marked RC-5 referred to in the Statutory Declaration by RtCKY SiANC 
FATT CHIA. 



DATED this £.5 




, 2000 



Commissioner for Declarations 



; 61732202838 
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1 7 August 2000 

Mr Christian Decosterd 
84 Dunedin Street 
SUNNYBANK QLD 4109 

Attention: Mr Christian Darrel Decosterd 

Dear Mr Decosterd 



BY REGISTERED MAIL 



United States Patent Application 
in the name of A.i, SCIENTIFIC PTY LTD 
entitled A SAMPLE DISTRIBUTION APPARATUS/SYSTEM 
Our Ref: O0PO61:RC:SB 

We are a firm of patent attorneys and are acting for our client, A.i. Scientific Pty Ltd. 

SE^ntte N °- PC ™U98/00991 has entered National 

rr?T I m H ? ° Amenca. These patent apprications list you as one of the inventors 

as you had certa.n mnovative contributions to the inventions described i^SXSST 

XJSE^ 3 ^ ° f the « *» app.ication and its 

cower ^n'rnl^ t6S P ? each inv *ntor must sign and submit a declaration and » 

a T:W° f ^ ~ * C - bi " ed d ~n and p^weTof 

c^rnl^ ^ our Cient rights to the invents 

Please sign the above documents and return them to us within fifteen days. 
Yours faithfully 




Ricky Chia 
INTELLPRO 



Enc; 



Combined Declaration and Power of Attorney 

Assignment 

PCT Pamphlet 

PCT Preliminary Examination report 

'Trevor J. Dredge - d Appi sc £x« Dip c AI F)PTA 
*Michac! H. Kraemer - 6 Sc RPAfUKJ RPA(N?) HPTA 
Ricky S.F. Chia - B Tech ctec Eng Grrid JEAust Ptng 
Angela V. Oahike - B Appt Sc (BiottrdwcJogy) (Ho™.) 
•Fellow of ine institute of Patent and Tmdc Mark Attorn^ ol Australia 



Level 7 Reserve Bank Building 1 02 Adelaide Street Brisbane Q 4000 
GPO Box 1339 Brisbane Q 4001 Australia 

Telephone +61 (07) 327,1 6100 Facsimile +61 (07) 3221 4762 
Toll Frca 1 800 6S9 374 Website www.intellpro.com.au 

Email patents®intellpro, com.au 



